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The 2

nd

 ASLIA Victoria Auslan Interpreter of the year Awards were held on Saturday July 5, 

2008 and guests were treated to an extravaganza! 

 

The ASLIA Victoria Auslan Interpreter of the year Awards provide an opportunity for ASLIA 

Victoria, sponsors and supporters to publicly recognise and pay tribute to professional and 

dedicated interpreters in Victoria and to the organisations which routinely provide 

appropriate communication access for Deaf/hearing employees, the Deaf community and/or 

provide consistent support to working interpreters.  

  

A total of 312 guests flooded the centre of the Lincoln of Toorak, a venue that presented 

beautifully to the demands of this growing event. Huge representation from the interpreting 

and Deaf communities created an atmosphere of warmth, excitement and joint appreciation. 

Deafblind guests were also present for the first time. 

 

Auslan (Australian Sign Language) is the national sign language of Australia. 

ASLIA Victoria is a professional body that represents the needs and interests of Auslan 

interpreters. 

 

The awards night was to celebrate and acknowledge the performance of interpreters and 

organisations in 2007. In total, eleven awards were presented. Six awards were presented 

under the banner of ASLIA, the national association for sign language interpreters.  These 

awards included Paraprofessional interpreter, Professional interpreter, Interpreter Advocate, 

Organisation, Deaf Relay Interpreter and the 2007 Victorian Interpreter of the Year. The five 

awards exclusively presented by ASLIA Victoria were the Graduate Interpreter, Regional 

interpreter, Interpreter agency, Education interpreter and the Deafblind interpreter. 

 

In order to qualify for an award, interpreters must have NAATI accreditation or must have 

completed a Relay Interpreting course and work in Victoria. Nominees must also be 

members of ASLIA Victoria.  The award nomination was for the period 1 January – 31 

December 2007. 
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The sponsorship for the awards was invaluable and this came from various organisations 

that have an interest in the interpreting profession. The sponsors were the Department of 

Human Services, Sign Language Services Australia, Deaf Children Australia, Latrobe 

University, The Victorian Deaf Society, NAATI (National Accreditation Authority of 

Translators and Interpreters), The University of Ballarat, Echo Interpreting, NABS (National 

Auslan Booking Service), Auslan Services, Able Australia, RMIT and ASLIA Victoria. 

 

 

The 2007 ASLIA Victoria Interpreter of the year categories and winners:  

 

Graduate Interpreter:   Karina Quinn 

Deafblind Interpreter:   Carla Anderson 

Education Interpreter:   Kellie Harman 

Regional Interpreter:  Therese Lewis 

Interpreter Agency:   National Auslan Booking Service (NABS) 

 

The 2007 ALSIA National Interpreter of the Year Categories and winners:  

 

Paraprofessional Interpreter:   Gina Auciello 

Professional interpreter:   Cynthia Cave 

Deaf Relay Interpreter:  Ross Onley-Zerkel 

Organisation:  Bairnsdale West Primary School 

Interpreter Advocate:   Paul Heuston 

 

2007 Victorian Interpreter of the Year: Cynthia Cave 

 

 

 


